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Abstract: )
This study examines the transformations in the concept of international security and
how this has led to the inclusion of climate change as a security threat on the agenda
of the United Nations Security Council. Following the end of the Cold War, the con-
cept of security expanded to encompass "non-traditional" threats, such as environ-
mental and humanitarian issues, paving the way for the Security Council to inter-
vene in matters previously outside its traditional mandate. This expansion has been
manifested in the Council's discussions and resolutions concerning climate change,
framing it as a threat to international peace and security.
The study aims to analyze this development by reviewing the arguments for and
against the Security Council's intervention in climate issues. On one hand, propo-
nents argue that the Council is the only international body capable of responding
rapidly to the risks of climate change and compelling states to take urgent action. On
the other hand, critics warn against expanding the Council's powers, suggesting this
could lead to the marginalization of other institutions concerned with environmental
issues and overlook the structural conditions of violence and insecurity.
The study deepens its analysis by examining the different climate security dis-
courses employed by various actors to frame climate challenges and justify their

policy choices. The national security discourse portrays climate change as a threat to
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the state and its interests, focusing on potential disruptions arising from resource
scarcity and climate migration. In contrast, the human security discourse emphasizes
the vulnerability of individuals and groups to the impacts of climate change, such as
hunger, disease, and displacement. The collective security discourse frames climate
change as a threat to the international community as a whole, calling for interna-
tional cooperation to address this challenge.

The study reveals that these discourses are not neutral but reflect the conflicting
political interests of different powers. Small Island Developing States (SIDS), for
instance, rely on the collective security discourse to highlight the existential threat
posed to them by climate change. Conversely, major emitting states might utilize the
national security discourse to justify restrictive migration measures or to enhance
their military role in managing climate crises.

Ultimately, the study emphasizes that addressing climate challenges requires a com-
prehensive approach that transcends security interventions, focusing instead on
international cooperation, climate justice, and sustainable development. It calls for
the adoption of alternative security discourses that respect human rights and address
the root causes of societal vulnerability to the impacts of climate change.
Keywords:

Climate Change - Security Council - Climate Security - National Security - Human

Security - Collective Security - International Law - Climate Justice.
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